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The Liberty of Epiſcopal Diſſenterf in © 
Scotland, ar it ſtands by the Laws 42 


there. | 


. is nothing more univerſally. agreed, than 
1 that, the Law of Nature lays: indiſpenſible 
Bonds upon us, to conſult the Benefit of Mankind in 
General, and of that Community in Particular, where- 
of every one is a Member; and I am ſure, our Kind Sa- 
viour, in the Days of his Humiliation on Earth, did 
nothing by Example, which ought to inſpire his Fol- 
lowers with any Principles of Inhumanity, but really 
acquitted himſelf in all Intents as the Prince of Peace; 
and as for Doctrine, if he gave any New Command- 
ment, it was that of loving one another; and declared 
openly, that as he who gives a Cup of Cold Water 
ſhall not loſe his Reward; ſo whoever does offend 
one of the leaſt of thoſe that believe on him, it were 
better for ſuch a Man to have a Milſtone. tied about 
his Neck, and be ſunk to the bottom of the Sea... | 
Nevertheleſs, about Twenty Yearsagon the Spirit of 
Antichriſt did ſo prevail among us, that many Men 
could not reſt unleſs. they cauſed - ſome .. to Fallz 
who made to themſelves an uſual Sport, to reach out 
to their Chriſtian-Brethren a Cup of Trembling, and 
to treat Diſſenters as if, like ſome Brute Beaſts, they 
were made but to be Taken and Deſtroyed ; bleſſed 
be God in the Higheſt, whoſe Magnificent Grace has 
now diſpoſſeſt that Turbulent Dꝛmoniack, ſo that our 
Diſtracted Kingdom is returned to a Sedate and a A 
Right Mind; the good Effects whereof not only . 
85 | A 2 theſe = 


* 2 1 
# 2 Y 

—_—_ 

- bh. 7 
* = Gi 

K — 4 4 

4 V 4 * by Y 
— 


= hs; 8 „ 7 7 2 * N * - "EST, bh os 
* . ; 9 A mY , FL Is 4 4 Y 
l 1 * 
% AY * * 
0 « 


*. theſe add La, under One Propitious Head, but , 
| ag of Europe "beſides, © have happily Experi- 
ence 


Nom that ſo Fair a Day may no more. be uncam- 
Ft renewin 


fortabiy obſcured, leſt for an Argum 
unnatural Severities among us, it Tho! 
that the Government of Scotland has all alon treated 
the Epiſcopal Party very Barbarouſly, and lately in 
particular Rejected a Bill for a Toleration to them. 
Os it could not be Adden open'd, the Public 


«<a 


be comers Ac it ſhall appear how ENT, 
the unhappy Epiſcopal Clergy b hat Kingdom have 
ad} ered tothe ge — Aer bee 
*he Import then of the ſeveral liament, 
| aid the late Bill touching that Matter, as near as may 
be, in the very Words thereof, is as followeth; the firſt 
Aae the if Can of ſe 2 dated the 8th of April, 
1689, (among other Articles inſiſted on, upon 
con Bn de Crown to K. Williay and Q Mary ). 
aſſerts, that Prelacy has been an intollerable Grievance 
to the Nation, and contrary to the Inclinations of the | 
| . in general; on the 13th of April, 1689, there 
ed an Act, forbidding all Men to own any longer 
K. ames for their Soveraign, and appointing Prayers 
for X. William and Q. Mary, under Pain to Mini- 
fters' + being deprived their Benefices then. by an- 
other Ac, Apr l 25, Auno 1690, the ſurviving Presbyterian | 
Miniſters (in Number about 40) who had been 
excluded ever fince the firſt of January, 1661, were 
reſtored to their former Benefices; on the 7th of 
Jure, 1690, an Act paſſed to confirni that of the 13th. 
of April, 1689, and to eſtabliſh Presbyterian Church- 
Government; 0 that on. the 22d of July NOW — 


Len did up. aud. dawn. by preac oa} and, 
dingerouſy diffuſe. the Poiſon of their Diſaſſettion to the. 
C Government, to, the wer: Contempt of Publick 

eo | 


% oY N 


Aid hority, to the Stirring up the People againſt Their Ma- - 
| Jefier, and to the eee of all their Enemies; 
therefore the ſaid naar waar . are pro- 
| hibited to preach any where, till they: ſhould, before. the 

Privy Council ſwear. and Tubſeribe; the Oath of Allegiance, | 
and engage. . 10 prey for K. William and _ . 
Mary, and not to own any = er K. James for their 
Sovgraiger ; immediately allo thers paſled another 
AQ for Security of Their Majeſties Government, en- 
joining an Explanation in the, Oath. of Allegiance, 
„„ Toit ono cr: ationertn, 

June the 12th, Ano 1693, an Act paſſed for ſetling 
the 1 45 and Peace of the Church, ordaining that 


- 


none ſhould be allowed to continue poſſeſt of the. Benefices in + 
it. without. ſubmitting to the Government thereof z then 
there paſſed an Act to prevent iregular Intruſions into 
Livings withont legal Call; and another touching Bap- 
tiſms and Marriages againſt Law; both which have no- 
thing expreſt in them peculiarly affecting the Diſſenting 
Clergy ; but the 15th of July, 1695, an Act concerning 
the Church provides gainſt the Miſchief of their Iu- 
es, who refuſed to give Proofs, required by Law, of _ 
theirgoed Aﬀetion to the Government 5 Which Ack re- 
cites, That His Majeſty and the Eſtates being deſerons, by 
gentle ami eaſe Methods, to reclaim Men to their Duty, 
therefore whereas many continued in their Livings with--- 
ont Qualification by Law, aud yet without Sentence of De» 
privation paſſed. againſt then, (though Five Years agon 
forfeited ) this AZ allows them ſtill to qualifie themſelves . 


by the firſt of September following, before any Sheriff, or 
431 a | other 
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C63" 
other i . "May ate ; which ualificatin, en 
ſides a re 29 5 Eccleſiaſtical Conformity no 
further than a Sub cription to Doctrinal Articles, . 
a Promiſe not to endeavour directly or indirectiy the 
Subverſion af the Presbyterian Government ; all-which - 
was in purſuance of the Act Anno 1693, for ſetling 
the Peace oe Church; but the ſaid Ac further de- 
clares, That upon the 3 above · cited, without declared 
Conſent to Preh te — as Jure Divino, they might continue 
to 75 their reſpedlive 3 Jo they behave it worthj- _ 

Grime and Converſat | 
Uo the whole it 3 that whatever in this 
Kind has been done againſt that Sort of Men, was oc- . 
caſion d by their manifeſt and daring Oppoſition to the 
Civil Government thovgh at the utmoſt Extent it it 
does amount to no more than a Deprivation of Fl 
publick Benefices, and that de ed with an N 
Tendernefs ; but without any Penalties in the leaſt 
them, or their Adherents, for ſerving God' accordibg to 
their Conſciences i in private Aſſemblies 3 and 0e 
a Liberty, wit tout Relation to any Penal Laws at all, 
A it nota Condition more Free and Secure than as in. 
Erglend, by the Suſpenſion. of many? However, We 
mult obferve,' rhe greater Part of the Epiſcopal Ger. 
gy- did ſubmit to the Revolution, and are concluded. 
within the -Benefits of it; and that with good Reaſon, .. 
becauſe they were all under an Oath of Supremacy, which, 
declare 11 in the Power of the Civil Mag Magiſtrate to. aller 2 
* tbe Goverumnet of the Church as old ty —_—_— 
But it may well be enquired, if as you ſay, the 
e Miniſters are in no Fear of any Pena! Laws 
at all for their Religion, what was then the I : 
of rhe Act of Toleration to them, preferr'd in the laſt - 
Seſſion of Parliament, and ſo unmerciſully rejtcted? 
Why, the Import of it was to this Effect, that the depri- 
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25 ” tions, ſhofild: then. 

forth be, without any Impediment hate ver, under tie 

' Penalties of Law for breaking the Peace, unto all ſuch _ - 

who ſhould Diſturb them, notwithſtandingany former 
Acts of, Parliament, and expreſly in Derogation from 

thoſe, which as the ſole Condition of their Preaching 

did enjoin them an Oath of Allegiance ; this propoſed 3 

Act for Toleration the States of Parliament did:indeed: 

Rejectʒ as conceiy ing, that for Men to Claim ſuch an iju-ʒ᷑ ́ 

dulgence from a Government, the righeful-Authority | 
whereof they Peremptorily refuſed to on, was at once 
Inſolent in them, and againſt all- che Rules df Polity 

for any Government to grant. 

tr Thus the Sum Total of Petſecution on the Diſſeniters 

N it Scotland amounts to no more, according to the LA . 
than to keep their Clergy out of the Publick Churches; 

and the evident Reaſon for ſo doing, was, and is, their 

* gud and Pertinacious eſpouſing the abdicated Intereſtiʒ 

| ut what is all this to our Caſe? For the Diſſenters of Exg- - 

Log land are without Reproach in their Allegiance to the 

,- _Government;..and ſo far from looking after the Family 

; at St. Germain, tis probable they would even almoſt  _ 3 

to a Man. ſtand in the Front with thoſe who ſhal! 

lazard all things rather than admit it; nevertheless 

our Diſſenters do not aim ſo High, as to ſtand a 

Level with thoſe Murmuring Ones in Scotland, ſor thorx 

would then need no Act of Toleration 3 their Laity, - / 

without Prejudice, might then partake in all thoſe ' 

have, and do, the Epiſcopal: Laity there, unreſtrained : 

even from the higheſt Poſt of Honour and Truſt 3 for 

the Holy Communion of the Lord's Body is not among 


them a Diſcriminating Sacrament for a Place. Hows - 
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ever, our Diſſenters do infinitely Rejoice in the Sun- 
ſhine. of that Gracious Indulgence, vouchſafed wen / 
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to have their Caſe repreſented and conſider d. 5 5 


to be preſent at any other Ads of Pie ine Service, 


„ | 


\ 1 ore e 


heartily Simpattie 
intments If s 1 2 
and they are Content to Enjoy ſuch Tender aud GK. | hd | 
neous Compaſſions no — than theit Nh- — 
cereſt Submiſſion! and Fidklity' is atteſted by ufiyerſal © - 4 
Approbation ; during which Conduct, they can reft fe- 3 
cureinHer Majeſty's CelebratedGoodneſs,and Nang ve 
Olemency of our Parliament 3 
dieſire not therefore to take up Arguments of State 1 5 
3 Parliament, touching the late . 
onal Bill being publiſht, they cannot 68 eſteem it a pe 1 + vl 
culiar — there has been ſo much time allowey 2. 


"oh the Public: — or > Diſap 


Tis well known, the Majori far © Wi b 
fenters among us are of the . — Eh ng S 


Manu Sort of Men, whorefide peer t 
in the Towns, Ports, or Cities, of this — 9 — n 

Hereupon the utmoſtof their Deſire is bit quiee 2 
pak Cy tn de Re b „ 
they have nothing to add more, than with all EY 7 

ty to move it to the good Conſideration of their Bre- 
thren, Fellow-chriſtians and Oounttytmert, 'wherh 


the Negative Qualification of that Bill, 2. never © 


than thoſe of the Eſtabliſht Church, be abſolutely heady | 
ful to the Nature of the Cauſe, or agrecable with the 
Indulgence by Law, or honourable towards Face 
Churches, or any where practiſed among tfiem? 

Or rather, whether it might not afford juſt Grounds of 
| Jealouſie, that thoſe Meetings, at which once to be pre- 
ent, would expoſe to ſo great a Cenſure, were unlikely 
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